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“Anything that can give reviewers a sense of you as a person belongs here; you can repeat information about your
experiences in your research statement, but any experiences that show your promise, initiative, and ability to per-
severe despite obstacles belongs here. This is also a good place to display your communication skills and discuss
your ability to maximize effective collaboration with a diverse cross-section of the academic community. If you
have faced any obstacles or barriers in your education, sharing those experiences serves both for the selection
process, and for your nomination for fellowships. If one part of your academic record is not ideal, due to challenges
you faced in that particular area, this is where you can explain that, and direct reviewers’ attention to the evidence

of your promise for higher education.”
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